
- FACT SHEET -

GOVERNOR WES MOORE ANNOUNCES 
ADDITIONAL ACTIONS TO SUPPORT 
MARYLAND’S FEDERAL PUBLIC SERVANTS 
AND ENSURE ACCESS TO KEY FEDERAL 
PROGRAMS 
Today the Moore-Miller Administration announced additional actions to support Marylanders during the 

longest government shutdown in U.S. history. Every day that this unprecedented shutdown continues, 
the 269,000 Maryland residents serving as federal employees, the 225,000 contractors working in 
Maryland, and the thousands of Marylanders who rely on federal programs are put more at financial 
risk. To continue supporting Marylanders, Governor Moore acted today to expand the state’s loan 
program for federal employees working without a paycheck, extend free public transit for federal 
workers, and authorize $10.1 million to maintain critical energy assistance benefits threatened by the 

ongoing shutdown.    

These steps build upon Governor Moore’s previous actions to leave no one behind during this federal 
crisis. Since the start of the shutdown on October 1, the Moore-Miller Administration has taken multiple 

steps to protect Marylanders, such as announcing resources for public servants; declaring a State of 
Emergency and distributing $10 million to food assistance organizations; and announcing $62 million to 

help Marylanders who receive SNAP get benefits in November. Governor Moore also announced actions 
in February of this year to support Maryland’s federal workers impacted by federal workforce layoffs, 
firings, and changes to federal funding. 

As this unprecedented shutdown continues, Governor Wes Moore will take additional steps to 

protect Marylanders including: 

● Second Loan for Essential Employees working without pay during Shutdown: The Maryland
Department of Labor launched the Federal Shutdown Loan Program on October 6, 2025. Maryland
residents who are current federal employees designated as “excepted” (also called “essential”), and
are required to work without pay during a federal government shutdown, are not eligible for
unemployment insurance but they may be eligible for the Federal Shutdown Loan Program to help
pay for expenses like food and rent. To date, more than 2,200 Marylanders have applied for the
Federal Shutdown Loan.

The program offers a $700 no-interest loan to qualified applicants. Today the Governor announced 
that recipients can apply for a second $700 no-interest loan if needed, for a total of $1,400. 

https://response.maryland.gov/federalpublicservants/shutdown
https://governor.maryland.gov/Lists/ExecutiveOrders/Attachments/92/EO%2001.01.2025.20%20Declaration%20of%20a%20State%20of%20Emergency_Accessible.pdf
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https://governor.maryland.gov/news/press/pages/Governor-Moore-Declares-State-of-Emergency-to-Address-Economic-Impacts-of-Federal-Government-Shutdown-and-Distribute-$10-Mi.aspx
https://governor.maryland.gov/news/press/pages/Governor-Moore-Announces-$62-Million-in-State-Funding-to-Ensure-Full-November-SNAP-Benefits-for-Marylanders.aspx
https://governor.maryland.gov/Documents/Fact%20Sheet%20on%20Actions%20for%20Federal%20Workers%20-%200325.pdf
https://governor.maryland.gov/Documents/Fact%20Sheet%20on%20Actions%20for%20Federal%20Workers%20-%200325.pdf
https://labor.maryland.gov/federalworkers/shutdownloan/


Recipients of the first loan will be invited by email to apply for this second loan. Both loans must be 
repaid 45 days after the shutdown ends.   

Additional loan program information and the application are available at 
mdol.submittable.com/submit. For support, applicants can email 
MDshutdownloan@submittable.com or call 410-849-6424 (Monday – Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.). 

● Free Transit for Federal Workers on Core Services: The Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) will
offer free rides to federal employees for core transit services including local buses, light rail, metro
subway, and mobility/paratransit. These services are in addition to the ridership privileges already
being offered on MARC and Commuter Bus.

In order to obtain these services, individuals need to have an active CharmPass account. 
CharmPass can be downloaded from the App Store or Google Play Store. 

Federal employees should email mtacharmpass@mta.maryland.gov with Free Federal Transit in 

the subject line to request a monthly pass. The following information will be needed for each 

request: 

● Name

● Email Address

● CharmPass account number

● Federal Agency Name/Address

● Copy of federal employee identification card

Once received and reviewed for compliance, a one-month pass will be loaded onto the CharmPass 
account within two business days for activation by the employee prior to travel. If the shutdown 
continues beyond 30 days of issuance of the monthly pass, MTA will load additional passes onto 
registered accounts. 

Mobility riders are eligible for 20 trip ticket packs. Mobility riders or their care provider are 
required to show the CharmPass app when boarding the mobility vehicle. Customers should 
continue to book their rides either by calling the Mobility reservation line at 410-764-8181 or online 
at mta.maryland.gov/mobility. 

● Maintaining critical energy assistance for Marylanders: The federal government has yet to
provide October or November funding for the   Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) funds, which supports the Maryland Energy Assistance Program (MEAP) in providing
nearly 13,000 Maryland households critical energy assistance benefits. Today the Governor signed
an Executive Order (EO) using his authority under the State of Emergency to authorize $10.1 million
of funding from the Strategic Energy Investment Fund (SEIF) to bridge the gap created by the
federal government. This funding will ensure Maryland households can continue to heat their

http://mdol.submittable.com/submit
https://governor.maryland.gov/news/press/pages/Governor-Moore-Announces-Free-Transit-for-Federal-Workers-on-MARC-and-Commuter-Bus-during-Government-Shutdown.aspx
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homes as well as power essential household and medical equipment, especially as we enter the 

colder winter months. 

Recent Actions to Support Marylanders Facing Food Insecurity 

The ongoing federal shutdown and unlawful federal delays on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) benefits have pushed thousands of Marylanders into a period of financial strain and 
uncertainty. In response, the Moore-Miller Administration has taken several steps to ensure Maryland 
families can put food on the table during this unprecedented federal crisis:   

● On November 3rd, Governor Moore announced the release of $62 million for state supplemental
food assistance benefits in November. Authorized by executive order, the funding represents the
State’s contribution to help Marylanders access food in November. To quickly deploy relief to
Marylanders while the federal government continues to delay SNAP funding in court, the
Department of Human Services (DHS) will act immediately to ensure that food is on the kitchen
tables of Marylanders as soon as possible.  

Marylanders will see the state supplement beginning on November 11, which is calculated at 50% 

of a SNAP household’s benefit, and continuing daily, unless otherwise indicated by new federal 
changes. DHS will begin issuing federal SNAP benefits after the receipt of federal funds. To learn 

more about the supplemental state benefits for SNAP during the month of November, visit DHS’s 

Snap Benefits and Food Assistance Q&A. 

● Last week, Governor Moore declared a State of Emergency and announced $10 million in
emergency funding to Maryland food security partners to address the crisis stemming both from
the Trump Administration’s failure to take action to fund SNAP and the 269,000 federal workers in
Maryland whose furloughs and firings compromise food security for families. Of the $10 million, $9
million will go to the Maryland Food Bank (MFB) and the Capital Area Food Bank (CAFB) for further
distribution to their existing community food bank, pantry, and mobile distribution partners
statewide. The remaining $1 million will be used to augment and fully fund current state fiscal year
2026 Maryland Emergency Food Program (MEFP) grantees that serve as community pantries and
emergency hunger relief statewide. More information on the distribution of the $10 million in
emergency funding can be on DHS’s Guidance for Food Banks and Food Pantries Q&A.

Status of Existing State Programs with Federal Funding 

Maryland is actively monitoring other federally funded programs that may be impacted by the ongoing 
federal shutdown. At this time, Maryland will continue to: 

● Issue cash assistance for the Temporary Disability Assistance Program and the Temporary Cash
Assistance Program in November.  
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● Issue Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Program benefits for the month of November and
continue to process new WIC applications. The Maryland Department of Health will provide regular
updates to recipients as we continue to monitor the status of federal funding.

● Process new SNAP applications.

● Operate all existing Medical Assistance Programs during the month of November.  

In addition, Maryland Head Start programs will continue to operate in November with no disruptions in 
services for Maryland’s children, families, or staff. 

Maryland residents should keep all information up to date and apply at MarylandBenefits.gov to ensure 
benefits are received following the federal government shutdown. 

Additional actions announced by Governor Moore to support Marylanders impacted by the shutdown 
include:   

● Created a new resource page on the Maryland Public Servants Resource website. The public
servants resource page now includes key resources available to federal employees and contractors
impacted during the shutdown, such as unemployment insurance and housing and utility
protections. This page builds upon the centralized hub created earlier this year in support of
Maryland’s federal employees and contractors impacted by federal workforce layoffs, firings, and
changes to federal funding. You can visit this page at: go.md.gov/FederalShutdown.

● Highlighted Unemployment Insurance (UI): During a shutdown, furloughed federal employees who
are not receiving pay and not working (“furloughed” employees) are eligible for UI. However,
because those individuals will later receive back pay, they are required to repay their UI benefits.
Federal employees can learn more online or apply. Federal employees designated as “excepted”
are not eligible for UI because they are still working. However, they are eligible for the Federal
Shutdown Loan Program listed above.  

● Eviction and foreclosure protections: An involuntarily furloughed federal, state, or local
government employee at risk of eviction or foreclosure has protections under law and can ask the
court to temporarily pause the eviction or foreclosure during the shutdown. To learn more about
these protections and eligibility, please visit the Governor’s resource page for federal employees
impacted by the federal government shutdown.

● Utility protections: An involuntarily furloughed federal government employee who is not receiving
a paycheck as a result of a government shutdown has protections under law and electric or gas
providers cannot cut off service due to unpaid bills. To learn more about these protections and
eligibility, please visit the Governor’s resource page for federal employees impacted by the federal
government shutdown.

https://benefits.maryland.gov/home/#/
http://response.maryland.gov/federalpublicservants/shutdown
https://response.maryland.gov/federalpublicservants
http://go.md.gov/FederalShutdown
https://labor.maryland.gov/unemployment-insurance/
http://beacon.labor.maryland.gov/beacon/claimant-page.html
http://go.md.gov/FederalShutdown
http://go.md.gov/FederalShutdown


● Resources available through Maryland Credit Unions: Credit unions may be offering financial
assistance and payment flexibility for members affected by changes to their federal employment
status due to the shutdown. Members are encouraged to contact their credit union directly to
determine eligibility and learn about available relief programs.

● Resources available through Maryland Chartered Banks: Bank customers affected by changes to
their federal employment status due to the shutdown are encouraged to contact their bank directly
to learn if their bank is offering any relief programs specific to the government shutdown.

● Maintaining Maryland Market Money (MMM) for SNAP recipients: MMM removes economic
barriers for Marylanders experiencing food insecurity, providing a dollar-for-dollar match, up to a
maximum of $20 per person per day, for purchases made using federal nutrition benefits at
participating Maryland farmers markets, farm stands, and community supported agriculture sites.
In response to the interruption of SNAP benefits during the ongoing federal government shutdown,
the Maryland Department of Agriculture will authorize participating Food Access Points to issue an
emergency benefit of $20 per household per market day to SNAP customers, helping maintain food
access for Maryland families while ensuring farmers continue to earn income through direct sales.
Marylanders can use MMM at 50+ participating food access points serving over 700 farmers and
food producers in Maryland. Find a food access point or learn more by visiting the Maryland Market
Money website.  

● Resources for Veterans: The Moore-Miller Administration is committed to supporting our military
service members, their families, and veterans during the federal shutdown. The Department of
Veterans and Military Families (DVMF) is home to the Maryland Veterans Trust Fund, a 501(c)(3)
organization that provides one-time grant awards to assist with temporary financial challenges.
Active-duty service members, Maryland National Guard/Reserves, Veterans, Gold Star
Parents/Spouses, and Widow/Widowers may apply online. To learn more about resources to
support veterans and military families in Maryland, visit Maryland’s website for Maryland workers
impacted by recent federal actions to view resources for veterans.

https://governor.maryland.gov/news/press/Documents/CreditUnion_Assistance_Shutdown.pdf
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https://veterans.maryland.gov/Benefits/Pages/Government-Shutdown.aspx

